Suggested Sermon Topics and Biblical Readings

Please note: If you do begin to address the issue of domestic violence from the pulpit, you will probably be approached by women in your congregation looking for counsel.  It is imperative that you understand that a battering relationship can be life threatening and requires appropriate intervention and special attention to the safety of the victim.  If you would like guidance or assistance in counseling victims, consult the enclosed information and referral sheet or call the Battered Women’s Shelter at 733-8810.  

Topic 1: Violence against Women and its Repercussions in the Community 

Readings:

2 Samuel 13: The story of Anmon’s rape of Tamar and Absalom’s later revenge killing of Anmon.

Judges 19: A concubine is raped and left for dead in the city of Gibeah; her master cuts her body into 12 pieces and scatters them throughout Israel.

These stories show how violence in the home had powerful repercussions in the larger community, in the story of Absalom, the rape of Tamar brought about a series of political crises, with decisive effects on the future of the nation.  In the story of the concubine, all of Israel rose up against the city of Gibeah, burned the city to the ground and killed 25,000 of its inhabitants.  In both cases, God condemns the violence against the woman.

Topic 2: Suffering

Readings:

1 Peter 4:12-19: Peter suggests that those who suffer will be saved.

Jeremiah 29:10-14: Jeremiah’s letter to the exiles in which God says that he will care for them.

Psalm 55

Suffering is a theme that runs through the Bible and through the lives of battered women as well.  Many battered women believe that they are suffering abuse because of some past sin they have committed, or because God wants them to suffer. Indeed, there are several biblical passages that suggest that suffering is good and will be rewarded in heaven.  It is not God’s will for women to be beaten; instead, it is their abusive husbands’ will.  God promises not to abandon believers in their moments of suffering. Escaping the abuse allows battered women to begin to discover God’s gift of “a future and a hope”.

Topic 3: Love and Marriage

Readings:

Ephesians 5:21-33: An exhortation for husbands and wives “be subject to one another” and for husbands to love their wives as their own bodies.

1 Corinthians 13: Speaks about love.

Many batterers use the Ephesians passage as justification for their abuse; they interpret the passage “let wives be subject in everything to their husbands” to mean that wives should obey husbands without question and submit to their violence.  But of course, the reading goes on to instruct husbands on their role, which is to “love their wives as their own bodies.”  Pairing this reading with the passage used in many wedding ceremonies offers an opportunity to discuss the marriage sacrament, and the fact that abuse and violence are violations of that sacrament.

Topic 4: Sin and Accountability

Readings:

John 7:53-8:11: Double Standards

Ezekiel 18:21-32: The principle of individual responsibility

These two passages are ideal for exploring issues of sin and accountability.  Batterers usually refuse to take responsibility for their actions; like the scribes and Pharisees who bring the woman to Jesus, they are outraged by her behavior, but silent on the subject of their own sins.  In both passages God is quite clear that all must answer for their own sins.  Ezekiel discusses the need for real and lasting behavioral change (“get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!”) in order to be a part of the Reign of God.

Suggested Activities during services

· Use Psalm 116 as a dramatic reading, interspersing brief news accounts or data on family violence between the verses. Have women and men, boys and girls, young and old as readers so that the “voices” of those celebrating deliverance accurately portray the spectrum of family violence victims.

· Include a moment of silence or a candlelight service for victims of domestic violence.

· Include testimony from a victim of domestic violence, “How God helped me through my time of trouble.” (or something similar).

· Include the following prayer:

“Lord, there are homes in our community where women and children live in fear of violence. For them, home is not a place of peace and love.  It is a place of danger and pain.  Help them, Lord, give them strength to endure.  Help them find a place of quiet acceptance in which to rest their tired spirits.”

“Lord, there are also in our community people who turn their back upon those in abusive situations.  Those who know and yet do nothing to help end the suffering. Whisper into their ears, Lord, let them hear of your love for all peoples.  Open their hearts to the pain of others.”

“Lord, we hear the voices of our children crying.  Help us turn their tears to laughter.  We see terror in the faces of our sisters, Lord.  Help us turn their fear into hope.  Give us courage to confront abusers, Lord, for we do not know another’s pain.  Give us strength to endure, Lord, for the battle will be long.  We put our trust in You, Lord; for peace in our world will come only through peace in our hearts and our homes.  Amen.”

· Relevant Scripture references:

I John 4:18: “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.”

Proverbs 22:24: “Do not associate with a man given to anger, or go with a hot-tempered man, lest you learn his ways, and find a snare for yourself.”

Proverbs 29:22: “An angry man stirs up strife, and a hot-tempered man abounds in transgression.”

Jeremiah 22:3: “Thus says the Lord, “Do what is just and right.  Rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who had been robbed.  Do no wrong or violence to the alien, the fatherless or the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place.”

Colossians 3:8: “…put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.”

PRAYER:

Creator, Spirit of Life and Love, we ask that you help us become more aware of those who have suffered and continue to suffer from violence in their homes.  We mourn those who have died, we celebrate with those who have survived, and stand in support and solidarity with those who work to end all forms of violence in society.  We commit ourselves to the work of building a non-violent world.  With your help we can bring the vision of peace into every home.  Amen.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER:

ONE
Creator God, Spirit of Life, we reflect upon the reality of domestic violence in our community and our country.  Violence in the home is a betrayal of our covenant to create a community of love.  Today we join in prayer for an end to all violence, especially in the home.  We remember those who have died because of violent relationships, and we pray:

ALL
Spirit of life, give them peace.

ONE
We remember children torn and betrayed, because of violent homes, yet still loving and strong, and we pray:

ALL
Spirit of life, give them peace.

ONE
We remember those belittled, brought-low, betrayed by violent relationships, and we pray:

ALL
Spirit of life, give them peace.

ONE 
We remember those raped, abused, broken-hearted because of violence in their lives, and we pray:

ALL
Spirit of life, give them peace.

ONE 
We remember all who work to heal the broken-hearted, to lift the down-trodden, to comfort the sorrowful, to shelter the homeless, and we pray:

ALL
Spirit of life, give them peace.

ONE
Creator God, free all your people from the bonds of violence and oppression, and give us peace.     
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