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MEDIA ADVISORY: Walls Symposium

Media contact: Susan Ives, 
210-325-3498 or suives@texas.net
The Walls Symposium has rich visual and interview opportunities. With the exception of the Flash Wall on Monday, all events take place at the Holt Conference Center, 106 Oakmont Court, on the edge of Trinity University, at the corner of Shook. (Additional parking is available at University Presbyterian Church and Landa Branch Library.) More info at: www.salsa.net/peace/walls
Opening Reception, Sunday, February 15, 2009, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 
From 5:30 – 6:30 PM on Sunday, students from the International Academy of Design and Technology will be using the front path leading to the Holt Center as a runway to display original fashions that illustrate their concepts of walls.

At 7:00 pm on Sunday there will be a performance of Del Otro Lado, a performance and video exhibit by Ana Carillo Baer and Dr. Susanna Morrow, explores the alienating effects of walls on the basic human need for connection. Using video footage from Mexico and dance/theater performance, the artists will create a textured offering for contemplation on the first night of the Walls symposium. 
Throughout the opening reception on Sunday, Riverbank, an assemblage of clothes, plastic bags, and personal items collected from the United States bank of the Rio Grande will be on display at the entrance to the Holt Center. The objects, strewn beyond a wall and beneath a skylight, present the muddied attire worn by individuals as they navigated the river’s waters. Shed hastily to avoid detection on American soil, these garments stand as molted shells of unknowns. Guadalajara artist Luz María Sánchez originally produced this installation for Artpace San Antonio, while an International Artist-In-Residence in 2006. 
El Otro Lado, a video installation by Anne Wallace, will be shown during the entire opening reception on Sunday. In 2004, artist Anne Wallace drove the 2000-mile U.S./Mexico border, crossing back and forth to record interviews, film the dividing line and document nature sounds in wildlife sanctuaries. In the experimental documentary, El otro lado, sounds of the changing landscape track the international boundary from the Rio Grande in the East to the western deserts of Arizona and California. As the eye follows the hypnotic rhythm of a seemingly endless steel wall, voices reveal the controversial border fence as a projection of our fears and desires.
Photographs by San Diego poet-photographer Maria Teresa Fernández that focus on the fence along the U.S.-Mexico border from a few hundred feet out in the Pacific and ending about 60 miles inland, near El Centro, Calif. will be on display during the opening reception and throughout the symposium.

There will be a juried art exhibit of art about walls: all artwork must be submitted on a brick. Awards will be presented at the opening reception on Sunday: the art bricks will be on display throughout the symposium.

Many of the presenters for the Walls Symposium on Monday and Tuesday will be attending Sunday’s reception and will be available for interview.

Monday, 16 February, 2009

Flash Wall:   All the participants of the Walls Symposium are invited to join Trinity University students in creating a human wall that extends from the Magic Stones to the Miller Fountain at Trinity University. The Flash Wall will be initiated at 11:25 AM and it will dissolve five minutes later as the bell tower strikes 11:30 AM. Participants will convene in front of the Coates Library at 11:20 AM. The Flash Wall is being produced by Dr. Robert Prestigiacomo of AtticRep and the Trinity University Speech and Drama Department.
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